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Today’s agenda
Communication Skills Sample Activities & Tasks Assess to Progress





Communication skills

What kind of communication 

skills should students have 

when they finish primary 

school education? 



Communication goals for speaking skills
Communicate orally in routine social situations related to their daily lives

1. Express basic emotions and feelings
2. Describe people, objects, animals, places, and activities
3. Explain and sequence simple events
4. Make simple requests
5. Give short instructions and directions
6. Ask and answer questions



HOW CAN WE HELP OUR STUDENTS DEVELOP THESE SKILLS?



Activity 1: Hot seat





Activity 2: Picture word inductive model (pwim)

1. Students study the picture and 

identify what they see 

2. The teacher labels, reads and 

reviews the words generated 

3. Together they classify the words

4. And develop titles, sentences and 

paragraphs about their picture.



Step 1:



Step 2:



Step 3: What now? HOW can you expand it? 

1. Create a picture dictionary 

2. Create titles 

3. Build sentences and illustrate them 

4. Write a detailed description

5. Write a question the picture brings to 

mind (e.g., “What are they looking at?”).

6. Make a personal connection (e.g., 

“Reminds me of when I went to the ... ”)



Step 3: What now? HOW can you expand it? 

7. Literary challenges (e.g., explain what’s happening from the dog’s 

perspective)

8. Thinking over thinking: 
- They are in the same category because ...

- I would categorize them differently. For example …
- I would add the following categories (because)...

9. What are the people in this photograph saying to each other?

10. Imagine that one of the people in this photograph feels angry. Why?



Activity 3: silly pictures

What’s strange 
on the bus?



Assess to progress



● Task-specific criteria used to evaluate students

● Students are aware of what they need to do to perform well on a task

● Way to give students individual feedback and communicate areas of 

strength as well as areas for improvement

● Example: task-specific scoring guide

GIVING TASK SPECIFIC FEEDBACK



how?
Responses do not need to be perfect to receive high scores. We can evaluate the 

following abilities shown in student responses:

Language Use—Is the meaning clear? How effective is the grammar and word choice? 
How are errors affecting the clarity of the meaning?

Content—Did the student respond fully to the question? Is the content of the response 
appropriate?

Delivery—How well does the student speak smoothly, intelligibly and clearly? How much 
effort does the listener have to make to understand the student?



Toefl 
primary 
speaking 
rubric

https://www.ets.org/s/toefl_primary/pdf/toefl_primary_speaking_scoring_guide.pdf
https://www.ets.org/s/toefl_primary/pdf/toefl_primary_speaking_scoring_guide.pdf
https://www.ets.org/s/toefl_primary/pdf/toefl_primary_speaking_scoring_guide.pdf
https://www.ets.org/s/toefl_primary/pdf/toefl_primary_speaking_scoring_guide.pdf


What’s strange on the bus?

Let’s look at 
some actual 
responses and 
practice scoring!



In a nutshell:
● Clear Objectives → Simple Activities 

● Create your own rubric

● Register to receive the activity pack 

https://forms.gle/BUZFeLMDE5JgPASc6
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