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oracy
What exactly is it?
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“Oracy is the skill of 

communicating confidently in a 

variety of situations, from giving 

presentations in front of an 

audience to successfully 

participating in group discussions 

and collaborative activities. It’s 

also the skill, reading group 

dynamics, and of listening 

actively facilitating shared 

decision-making.”
Mercer, N. & Dawes, L. (2018) The development of Oracy 

skills in school-aged learners. Part of the Cambridge Papers 

in ELT series. [Cambridge University Press
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Oracy Skills 

Framework

www.educ.cam.ac.uk/research/programmes/oracytoolkit/oracyskillsframework/
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Oracy Skills 

Framework
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oracy
Why should we focus on 

it? What are the benefits?

SharePairThink
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• higher academic success in exams

• improves students’ language skills

• improves literacy

• positive impact on cognitive 

development 

•Builds interpersonal skills

• positively impacts self-esteem and well-

being 

• facilitates social and emotional learning 

(SEL)

• 97% of teachers, 94% of employers and 

88% of young people believe that life 

skills such as confidence, motivation, 

resilience and communication are as or 

more important than academic 

qualifications

English Speaking Union, www.esu.org/oracy
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oracy
How can we integrate it 

in language classes?
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How did 

those images, 

texts and 

lessons make 

you feel?
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“Real world content is a 

great springboard for 

oracy skills development 

because it gives students 

something real and 

meaningful to talk about. 

That in turns leads to 

memorable and exciting

educational 

experiences.”
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Set Ground 

Rules
What kind of oracy ground rules 

could you have your classes?

Share&Think
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Ground Rules for Primary EFL Classrooms | Cambridge English
www.cambridge.org/elt/blog/2020/03/11/oracy-3-whys-and-hows-ground-rules-primary-efl-classrooms/
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Ground Rules for Primary EFL Classrooms | Cambridge English
www.cambridge.org/elt/blog/2020/03/11/oracy-3-whys-and-hows-ground-rules-primary-efl-classrooms/
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Ground Rules for Primary EFL Classrooms | Cambridge English
www.cambridge.org/elt/blog/2020/03/11/oracy-3-whys-and-hows-ground-rules-primary-efl-classrooms/
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Provide a helping 

hand with… 

Provide a helping 

hand with… 

Language Frames 

+ 

Cue Cards
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What do 
you think…?

How about 
you?

I totally/ 
completely 
agree.

That’s a 
great idea

I think so 
too.

Can you 
explain that 
again?

Exactly!
Totally!
Definitely!

I’m not 
sure I 
understand
…

I disagree 
because…

I think/ 
believe/in 
my opinion

I suggest…
What about…
How about…

Can I stop 
you for a 
second?
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Thank you 
all for 
coming.

Secondly/ 
thirdly…

For 
example…

This is 
important 
because…

This picture/ 
image/chart 
shows…

To sum up/ 
conclude

Furthermore/
Moreover/
In addition

Today I’m 
going to 
talk about…

In other words/ 
to put it 
another way…

Moving onto 
the next 
point…

First of all…

Are there any 
questions?
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Oracy

Building 

Activities
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I see…

I think…

I wonder…
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Language Frames
In this picture I can see…

I think… 

I wonder… who, what, where, why, how…

What do you think/wonder?

How about you?

That’s a good/great/interesting idea

Yeah, I agree.

Me too!

Possibly/Maybe

Why do you think/say that?

Anything else?

Have you got any other ideas?
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Personal Viewing
How does this photo make you feel? 

Why? 

Does it remind you of anything?

Do you think it’s positive/negative? 

Why?

What do you think the story of the 

photo is?

I think…
For me…
In my opinion

The photo 
makes me 
feel… because

It reminds 
me of…

What do you 
think?

How about 
you?

Why’s that?
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Mercer, N. & Dawes, L. (2018) The development of Oracy 
skills in school-aged learners. Part of the Cambridge Papers 
in ELT series. [pdf] Cambridge: Cambridge University Press

Talking Points
“Research has shown that they 
generate more imaginative and 
longer responses from students than 
questions do on the same topic.”
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• This photo makes me feel scared

• I think this is a well-paid job.

• This is a job I would like to do.

• This man must enjoy his job.

Do you and your group agree 
or disagree with these ideas 
or are you unsure? For what 
reasons?

Talking PointsNational 
Geographic 
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Task 1: List the jobs in order that 

you’d most like to do to least like 

to do.

Task 2: List the jobs from most 

important to least important.

Task 3: List the jobs from best 

paid to worst paid.

Categorizing/Ranking

What do 
you think?

I put X at 
the top 
because…

What order 
did you 
choose?

Really?
That’s a 
good point

I agree with 
that, but 
not with…

I chose this one 
because…
I think that…
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Oracy & 

Reading 

Lessons
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Word 

Splash

Image by Sasin Tipchai from Pixabay
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Word 

Splash

zebras

traffic
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KWL Chart
What I 

Know

What I Want 

to Know 

What I 

Learnt

I w

I know that…
I think that…
I read that…

I want to 
know…how/when
/what/who…
I’d like to know…
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3-2-1
3 things I found interesting/ 

surprising/shocking

2 things I’d like to know more 

about

1 thing I’d like to fact check
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Language 

Frames
I found this interesting because…

Me too. 

I agree, that was interesting.

Really? I didn’t think that…

How/what about you?

What did you find interesting?

I’d like to know more about…

I’d like to fact check
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Collaborative 

Tasks + 

Projects
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1. Create your own festival. 

What’s its name? What is it 

celebrating? Is there a special 

food/costume/music? Design 

a poster for it.

2. Make a poster of a festival 

from your country and 

present it.

3. Find out about a festival in 

another country and create a 

presentation on it.
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You work for a design 

company and have been 

asked to design a new 

rollercoaster for your local 

theme park. 

In groups design the 

rollercoaster. Think about:

• a name for it

• the theme of it

• what makes it special
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I agree/ 
disagree…

I think we 
should…

How about…

What do you 
think?

Great/good 
idea

Have you got any 
suggestions?

I’m not sure 
about that

What if…
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“Presentation 
skills are the 21st

century 
superpower”

Chris Anderson, Head of TED

Image by freestocks-photos from Pixabay

Why do you think he 
considers them to be a 
superpower?

National 
Geographic 

Learning



“It’s the most impactful way 
to share who you are and 
what you care about. If you 
can learn to do it, your self-
confidence will flourish, and 
you may be amazed at the 
beneficial impact it can have 
on your success in life, 
however you might choose to 
define that.”

Image by freestocks-photos from Pixabay

“Presentation 
skills are the 21st

century 
superpower”

Chris Anderson, Head of TED
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Show & 

Tell
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Be the 

Expert

A student gets the 

opportunity to talk about 

his/her specialist subject for 

one minute. For example:

My favourite football team

My favourite singer

My favourite TV show

My favourite game

My favourite place to visit
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Recitals
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Develop students’ 

oracy skills by…

• using high-interest 

content that students 

want to talk about

• having ground rules

• using language 

frames/cue cards

• integrating opportunities 

for discussion and oracy 

development in all lessons
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“In school, oracy is a powerful 

tool for learning; by teaching 

students to become more 

effective speakers and listeners 

we empower them to better 

understand themselves, each 

other and the world around 

them. It is also a route to social 

mobility, empowering all 

students, not just some, to find 

their voice to succeed in school 

and life.”
voice21.org
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Join National Geographic Learning!

ELTNGL.com/webinars

ELTNGL.com/infocus

For Further Information, 
please contact:

doris.ramos@cengage.com

alex.warren@cengage.com
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